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15th May, 2006
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MEDIA ALERT

Hold the Front Page!
Date:

Friday 26 May, 2006

Time:

11.30am – 1.30pm 

Venue:
Marrar Woorn, 6 Pengilley Avenue, Apollo Bay




How do I stand out from the crowd?  How do I achieve free publicity?  How can I better promote my tourism business and region?

Tourism Businesses in the Colac Otway Shire are a step away from finding out the answers to these age-old questions and learning the secret to gaining valuable media coverage.
The two hour Hold the Front Page! Workshop taking place as part of the Colac Otway Business Week, is targeted to tourism businesses who want to ensure their story is picked up by the media.   
Tourism Victoria’s Public Relations Manager Laura Cavallo, is on the ground working with the media and tourism businesses daily in marketing, media and communications situations.  Laura will provide practical advice on how to write an effective travel story.
There will be tips on creating a winning story idea, how to pitch your business to the mainstream and travel media and how to write a dynamic press release.  
“Most small businesses do not have a large marketing budget and so are always looking at ways to raise the profile of their business without spending a fortune” said the organiser of the workshop, Tourism Alliance Victoria’s Erin Slattery. 

“Anecdotal evidence shows that many people view ‘news’ stories as a more credible source of information than advertising and generally speaking public relations activities cost much less than advertising” said Ms Slattery.
An additional component of the workshop will be the launch of a Media Release Template developed by Tourism Alliance Victoria in conjunction with the Colac Otway Shire and the Otway Hinterland Capacity Building Project.
The template is one of a range of initiatives taking place through the three year Otway Hinterland Capacity Building Project, focused on strengthen the foundations of existing tourism organisations and businesses and stimulating further economic development in the region. 

Public inquiries: To attend a Starting up in Tourism workshop call Chris Spalding at the Colac Otway Shire on 03 5232 9485. Bookings are essential.

Media inquiries: Erin Slattery, Tourism Alliance Victoria on 03 9650 8399. 
