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10th May, 2006
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MEDIA ALERT

Tourism famil provides packaging tips 

OTWAY’S tourism operators have been given tips on how to increase visitation and yield during off peak months by value-adding to their existing tourism product.

Tim Page-Walker, General Manager of Bellarine Bayside and Chairman of Bellarine Peninsula Tourism, advised 20 tourism business owners at a Kennett River lunchtime presentation on the benefits of packaging with other like-minded tourism businesses. 
As the guest speaker at this week's Business to Business Familiarisation of the Otway Coast, Mr Page-Walker provided examples of how Bellarine Peninsula operators have worked together to promote their region and individual businesses at caravan and camping shows, in travel publications and on programs such as Coxy’s Big Break and Post Cards. 

Mr Page-Walker’s inspiring address at the Koala Cove Café at Kennett River was part of a full day tour by operators along the Otway Coast from Wongarra through to Separation Creek. 

Accommodation venues, as well as hotels, tea houses and cafes showcased their product to the group in a bid to improve partnerships and networking, cross-promotional opportunities and awareness of local products and businesses. 

Businesses showcased included Wongarra Heights Guest House, Stephanie’s at Onion Bay, Kennett River Caravan Park, as well as holiday house rentals managed by Holiday Great Ocean Road and Great Ocean Road Getaways. 

Holiday Great Ocean Road’s Sharee Robbins said it was a great opportunity to enhance knowledge and history of the Otway Coast area and of particular tourism products, which will in turn assist tourism operators to enrich the visitor experience.
Tourism Alliance Victoria project co-ordinator Erin Slattery, who organised the famil with the assistance of Otway Coast Tourism, believes the famils are one way to support the tourism businesses to achieve their goals of increased collaboration and visitation to the region.

``The famils are just one of a range of initiatives, focused on improving the capacity of the industry to take control of their future and their future prosperity, to be implemented through the three-year Otway Hinterland Capacity Building Project.'' 

The Capacity Building Project is one of 19 projects supported by the State Government through the New Future for the Otways Tourism Initiative. 

The State Government regards the Otway hinterland as one of Victoria's most precious natural settings. 
Public inquiries: For further about the Otway Hinterland Capacity Building Project please contact Erin Slattery at Tourism Alliance Victoria on (03) 9650 8399 or visit www.tourismalliance.com.au.

Media inquiries: for an interview with Erin Slattery call (03) 0404 848 291.

